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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the .finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claim 1, 4, 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Aggarwal et al. 
(US 6330614 Bl). 

Regarding claim 1, Aggarwal et al. disclose the limitation of in a router containing a 
plurality of forwarding tables (column 4, lines 60 - 65, routing table and forwarding table), a 
method of packet forwarding, comprising: receiving a packet at an ingress interface (column 4, 
lines 66 - 67, interpreted "router gets a datagram from a directly connected interface" as 
receiving a packet at an ingress interface); classifying the received packet based on at least a first 
field value contained in the header of the packet (column 5, line i, interpreted "examining the 
destination network address in the header" as received packet based on at least a first field value 
(destination network address)), the classifying comprising; determining whether the first field 
value meets one or more criteria (column 6, lines 50 - 55, interpreted " verifying the integrity of 
the incoming datagram header" as first field value meets one or more criteria), and assigning a 
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default classification if none of the criteria are met (column 6, lines 13-17, interpreted " hop 
count and destination network address" as a default classification) ; associating one of the 
plurality of forwarding tables to the packet according to its classification (column 5, lines 55 - 
62, interpreted "the destination network address and egress interface number form an entry into 
the forwarding table as associating one of the plurality of forwarding tables); performing a 
lookup operation in the associated forwarding table according to at least a second field value 
contained in the header of the packet (column 5, lines 5-8, lines 57 - 62 , interpreted 
"calculates the egress interface number" as associated forwarding table according to at least a 
second field value); determining an egress interface based on the lookup operation (column 5, 
lines 57 - 62, interpreted "calculates the egress interface number" as determining an egress 
interface based on the lookup operation); and transmitting the received packet from the 
determined egress interface (column 6, lines 11- 19, interpreted " choosing the interface to port 
1 (determined egress interface) for forwarding of all datagrams destined for network address V). 

Regarding claim 4, Aggarwal et al. disclose the limitation of the method of claim 1, 
wherein a first forwarding table contains an entry corresponding to a first label switched path 
(column 8, Table 2, entry 1 element a Label assigned LI). 

Regarding claim 5, Aggarwal et al. disclose the limitation of the method of claim 4, 
wherein the first forwarding table contains an entry corresponding to a second label switched 
path (column 8, Table 2, entry 3 element c Label assigned L2). 



Application/Control Number: 09/990,204 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2664 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 10, 17 are allowed. f 
Prior art of record does not disclose, in single or in combination, the limitations of 

programming the filter to initiate a lookup operation in the second forwarding table if the first 
field value does not meet one or more conditions of the first set of conditions in combination 
with other limitations of claims. 

Additionally, all of the further limitations in claims 11, 12, 18, 19, 20 are allowable since 
the claims are dependent upon the independent claims. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 19, 20 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

m 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew C. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272-3 13 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30am - 5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Ngo can be reached on (571) 272-3 139. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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